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CREATE AN ECO- CHIC HOME
OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BUILD A GORGEOUS
ROOF GARDEN
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Study nature.
love nature.
stay close to

nature. 1t will
never fail yOu
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— FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT
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High ceifings, an open srchit
plan 30d extra-large light pends
fixtres give the home I
ofJanna Levitt and Dean
Soodman (pictured,
opposite) the feel of a loft. :
The kitchen island, made OPPOSITE, BOTTOM:
from reclaimed Douglas Greenery on three lew

fir, has integrated electrica the mod

sockets for convenience.
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AFTER YEARS OF
RENOVATING,

A PAIR OF
TORONTO ARCHITECTS
DECIDES TO BUILD
THEIR IDEAL
ECO-FRIENDLY
HOUSE FROM THE
GROUND UP

/aH" /.r’ A/}, [1&’(.4‘{

/f;’a Lord Sy /r’ /ur )rr:/?t'."f'fr'

< S -

as it is enchanting, this new home in a downtown
Toronto neighbourhood combines the airy, modern feel
of a loft with the laid-back vibe of a country garden.
Marrving such opposites was no simple task, but not all
homeowners are also their own architects. The house,
designed by Janna Levitt and Dean Goodman of Levitt
Goodman Architects, is the first home the two skilled
professionals have built for themselves from scratch.
“We had been moving every couple of vears,” says
Janna. “We either bought a warehouse and renovated
it or bought a house and renovated it. That was our
way to accrue some value.” One warehouse space in
particular stole their hearts, but it came with trade-offs:
it was located in a semi-industrial area and was nearly
impossible to insulate properly. “We always loved the
quintessential warehouse space,” says Janna. “But this
was an old building and it was really drafty. We decided
that what we were really interested in doing was making
a new place that had the attributes of a warehouse space.”
Stepping into their new home, a rowhouse on a
relatively narrow lot with neighbours on either side,
is a revelation. Though the three-storey structure is
modest in scale at 720 square feet, it looks spacious
and bright. Natural light floods in from a 13-foot-long
skylight .ﬂww the stairwell and through floor-to-
ceiling windows along the front and back walls,
industrial-sized pendant lamps hover above an island

SEE SOURCE GUIDE
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A chunky Douglas fir
coffee table, a kilim rug
and a high-efficiency
wood stove help bring
the appeals of the
country to the city. The
drapery is made from
Supplex, an affordable
UV-resistant sports
apparel m:mc _offee
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YuillBiHt: stee! hearth
Alexahider Tedesco
ABOVE: Dean gave Janna
the pfint of a bear and
bather by French-Canadian
artistiLorraine Bourgeois
yearsago. They designed
vﬂ:rrnt wall in the living
F‘pe_cially for it.

in the kitchen and the absence of interior walls means
the space is open and flexible. It isn’t your typical
downtown Toronto home — and that’s by design. “The
basic lavout of Victorian houses means there’s light at
the front and back but nothing in the middle,” Janna
points out. To lighten up the middle of the home, the
architects offset the second storey and installed the
skvlight. The principal bedroom and bathroom are
located upstairs, while bedrooms for the couple’s sons
Eric, 15, and Henry, 18, are in the basement, which is
halfway above grade and therefore gets light from the
large windows at ground level.

Although the home seems big, its energy bill is
small. Unlike their old warehouse space. Janna and
Dean designed their new place with sustainability in
mind, collaborating with architect Danny Bartman,
also of Levitt-Goodman. The most obvious features are
two green roofs — one atop the offset first storey, the
second planted on the second-storey roof. Because the
second storey has a smaller footprint than the first,
the lower green roof isn't just environmentally sound:
it also doubles as an elevated garden space where the
homeowners can get their hands dirty. (The upper green
roof isn't used for hands-on gardening.) The couple first
planted the lower roof with native grasses and hostas,
then added lavender and black-eved Susans last vear.

“This year we're going to try co
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'Astonébedintheﬁmnrdﬂmmalarﬁm
storage space for storm-water runoff, keeping it
ﬂowinginmmecity’ssewersymm

® Radiant under-floor heatin, andawoodswveﬂm
elmunatetheneedforaps- edfurm:e.

® Lots of glass (with a special coating that keeps excess
heat out while letting light in) and an open floor plan to
make the most of natural light.

SEE SOURCE GUIDE
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ps Gardens in the Sky.

the principal OPPOSITE: The upstairs

firoom on the second den can be curtained off
N storey. Since planting it, to form a guest bedroom.
e Janna has experimented It's simply outfitted, with a
- with various grasses, vintage Mies van der Rohe
flowers and vegetables. chair and a wall of family
Sedum (top left) thrives in portraits and paintings by

the sunny setting. [hrow. friends. Rug, R-Inte
Bev Hisey; landscapin: Swes, Bev Hisey: sc



